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L HEN, the other Day, at Mr. B's 
Lodging, to one that asked me 


whether I were a Hizh or a Low 
Church-man, I made anſwer, that I hoped I 
was neither; for that I ſo well approved of 
the Coniticution of our Church, as far as Tun- 
derſtood it, that, with God's Blefling, I was 
fully reſolved in all Things to conform to it, 
and willinglyto act neither above nor below it; 
and that therefore, with relation to the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, I would own no other Title 
but that of a true Churcb-man. You may re- 
memberyou ſaid you would gladly know from 
me the exact Character of ſuch a true Church- 
man, and how he is to be diſtinguiſhed from 
both the others. In return to which Requeſt 
of yours, I here ſend you the moſt fairhful 
Draught that I am able to make, according to 
the beſt of my Apprehenſions of him: But how 
he is to be diſtinguiſhed, and in what and how 
many Things he differs from the High or Low 
Church-man ; or whether he differs at all from 
the honeſt and ſincere Men of both Appellati- 
ons, I muſt leave to your own Determination, 
having never yet been able to find any exact 
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and ſettled meaning of theſe Terms, to which 
both the contending Parties, that uſe them, 
will agree. 

By a Church-man we all mean à Chriſtian 


who embraces the Communion of the eſtabliſh'd 


Church : To this add the Word True, and then 
the Character of a true Church-man will be, 
Firſt, That he is a true Chriſtian ; and Se- 
condly, That he truly, and not in Pretence 
only, embraces the Communion of the eſtabliſh'd 
Church. | 

Firſt then, Atrue Church-man is a true Chriſti- 
an: That is to ſay, he unfeignedly, not on- 
ly in the general, believes that the Religion 
which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles is the true Religion; but alſo embraces 
and gives his Aſſent to every Doctrine that ap- 
pears from the Holy Scriptures to have been 
taught by them: And where any Doubt ariſes 
concerning the Senſe of Scripture, he not only 
endeavours to clear it by comparing parellel 


Places; but alſo pays a great Deference, in all 


ſuch Caſes, to the Opinion of the antient Fa- 
thers of the Chriſtian Church; who being 
Men of great and undoubted Integrity, and al- 
ſo living, ſome in the Apoſtles time, and others 


very ncar it, muſt needs be very proper Judges 


of the true Meaning of what they both taught 
and writ, Nor is it to him an Objection a- 


pon any ſuch Doctrine, that the Thing is a 


ove his Reaſon, or that he cannot frame a 
clear and adzquate Notion in his Mind of it : 
For 
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For altho' it is abſolutely impoſſible for a ra- 
tional Being to give his Aſſent to Contra- 
dictions, or conſequently, to believe any thing 
which plainly appears to be contrary to the 
evident Principles of Reaſon: Vet conſider- 
ing, that as long as we are in this World, Ve 
know but in part, and propbeſie in part, 1 Cor. T3. 9. 
And he ſee (almoſt all Things indeed, as ſome 


late Philoſophers have undertaken to prove, 


but more eſpecially the Things of God) but as 
throngh a Glaſs 3 that is, darkly, i ariiyual, 
as it were in @ Riddle, as the Margin of our 
Bibles has it, v. 12. Conſidering this, I ſay, 
he is well affured that many Things may be, 
and are true, which, yet, are beyond, or very 
difficult ro his Conception : And therefore 
thinks himſelf bound to believe whatſoever 
God has delivered in his holy Word, accord- 
ing to the uſual Meaning and Acceptation of 
the Terms or Expreſſions, altho* he has but 
very obſcure and analogous Notions of the 
Things ſo delivered. 

Again, as a true Chriſtian, he not only aſ- 
ſents to and believes whatever he can find that 
God has declared; but he alſo makes it his 
great Care and Study, firſt, to know, and then 
conſcientiouſly to practiſe, all and every part 
of his Duty. What God has commanded he 
will not willingly omit : What he has forbid- 
den he will not do, or comply with: In thoſe 
Things where the Law of God has determined 
nothing, to the beſt of his Knowledse and 
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Power, he acts according to the Rules of 
Chriſtian Prudence, ſo as to Ne as little 
Offence to any one as poſſibly he can: And 
Where lawful 11 enacts any thing that 

is not contrary to the Laws of God, he gives 

| Obedience to it, not only for Wrath, but alſo for 

| Conſcience ſake, | | 
Nor laſtly, does our Cburch-man, as a Chri- 

|| ian, think it enough to have a true Faith, 
and himſelf to lead a good and godly Life: 
But he judges it to be an inſeparable Proper- 

| ty of true Godlineſs, in his Station, to do 
whatever in him lies, in order to bring others 
alſo to the ſame Profeſſion and Practice. And 
therefore he takes care not only to be holy, but 
alſo exemplary in his Life; and to let his Light 

{6 ſhine before Men, that they ſecing bis good Works, 
ma) follow his Example; and thereby ad- 
vance the Honour of his Church and Reli- 
gion; and glorifie his Father which is in Heaven, 
Matth. 5. 16. Nor does he fail, as occaſion 
offers, ( beſides ſhewing in his Life a good | 
Example ) to make uſe of ſober and modeſt 
Reproofs, Admonitions, and whatever other 
Means may be proper for him, to ſtop the FF * 
' Courſe of Vice and Infidelity, and promote 
the Practice of true Vertue and Piety, amongſt 
all Perſons whatever, with whom he has any | 
' Intercourſe or Converſe. | 1 
Thus does our true Church-man make it the 
firit and chief Part of his Care, not only to 
be, but alſo (as far as without Pride or Af- 
fectation 
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fectation he may) to appear a ſerious and true 
Chriſtian, And altho* he cannot but rejoice 
whenever he finds the Intereft of the Church 
to be promoted, altho it be done even by 
wicked Men; as St. Paul did, that Chriſ# was 
preached, tho” not ſincerely, but in Pretence, and 
out of Exvy, Strife and Contention, Phil. 1. 18. 
yet wherever a Man is known to be tainted 
with any Principles, or to allow himſelf 
in any Omiſſions or Practices that are con- 
trary to, or inconſiſtent with, the Purity and 
Strictneſs of the Goſpel ; however zealous 
he may appear for the Church, yet he can 
never look upon him as 2 true Church-man, 
any more than St. Paul did upon thoſe envi- 
ous and contentious Preachers as good Chri- 


ſtians. And thus much for the firſt Part of our 


Church-man's Character; be is a true Chriſtian, 
I proceed to the, 

Second, Which is that he truly embraces the 
eke of the eſtabliſhed Church, That is to 
a | 4 
F irſt, He unfeignedly believes that in the Com- 
munion of our Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed, nc- 
thing is wanting that is neceſſary to eternal Sal- 
vation, He is fully perſuaded that we em- 


brace all the Articles of the Chriſtian Paith ; 


teach all the Rules of a pious and good Life, 
and omit no part of Chriſt's Inſtitution in the 
Adminiſtration either of Baptiſm or the Lord's 
Supper: Nor does he apprehend any more to 
be neceſſary to any Man's Salvation, beſides a 
rug 
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true Faith, a holy Life, to be regularly ad- je 
mitted into the Church by Baptiſm, and to be 
partake of the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion, by m 


a due participation of that Bread and that H 
Cup which he himſelf has appointed for that ar 
Purpoſe. And therefore a true Church-man S 
thinks he may ſafely challenge all the World o 

to prove that any thing is or can be neceſſa- | in 

ry for the Attainment of everlaſting Happi- g. 
neſs, which is not as effectually * had in a1 

the eſtabliſhed Church, as in any Society of as 
Chriſtians in the World. Ji 151195 W 
Secondly, He « no leſs unfeignedly of Opi- C 

nien that our Church requires nothing that ws, li 

or can be a hindrance of Salvation, from any d 

one who communicates with her, He knows no- a 
thing that can obſtru the Salvation of any C 
Man, but Sin; nor can he allow any thing {t 
to be a Sin, but what is a Tranſgreſſion of God's C 
Law, 1 Joh. 3, 4. For where there s no Law f1 
{| here zs no Tranſgreſſion, Rom. 4. 15. That is a 
co ſay, no Sin. Here therefore he requires t 
our Adverſaries to produce any one Law of v 
| God, and to ſhew that any thing preſcribed by þ 
our Church, is either expreſly or by good Con- j 
{equence, contrary thereunto : And until this / 

be done (which tho? often demanded never q 
ũyet has been done) however ſome Things in t 
|| our Conſtitution may be plauſibly declaimed 


| againſt by ſome that are diſaffected to it. 
( And what almoſt is there againſt which in- 
genious Men cannot frame ſome ſort of Ob- 
V N jections) 


ir Sm Ä 


[9] 
jections) yet as long as nothing is therein to 
be found, but what, upon the ſtricteſt Exa- 
mination will abide the Teſt of God's Law: 
He concludes that there is no manner of Sin, 
and therefore no Obſtacle to Salvation in our 
Communion. And therefore when he finds 
our Adverſaries with much noiſe and ſeem- 
ing Pomp, dreſſing up their Objections a- 
gainſt the eſtabliſned Church in hard Words, 
and obſcure and doubtful Expreſſions; ſuch 
as Popery, or ſymbolizing with Papiſts, Will- 
worſhip, Superſtition, ſignificant or ſymbolical 
Ceremonies, making of new Sacraments, and the 
like. He takes it for a certain Sign that they 
dare not ſet their Cauſe in the true Light, 
and therefore endeavour, as much as they 
can to perplex and darken it by ſuch Phra- 
{es as are beyond the Underſtanding of the 
common People, whom they endeavour to 
frighten with ſuch Viſours as Men of Senſe 
and Thought may well deſpiſe. For let 
them but once clearly and diſtinctly tell us 
what they mean by Popery, Will-worſhip, Super- 
ſtition, &c. and then ſhew that theſe Things, 
in the Notion they explain them, are contrary to 
ſome Law of God, which they muſt produce ; 
and laſtly, that our Church is guilty of 
theſe Things, or any one of them, in that 
very ſame Notion, and then they will take the 
right way to make it appear, that there is 
juſt Ground for their Separation from her. 
But ſince this never has, nor, as he thinks, on 
e 


[ww] 
be done ; he is of Opinion, that neither a 
Cburch-man, nor indeed any Man that is im- 
partial, can ſee any juſt Reaſon for refuſing 
— thing that is in it ſelf lawful, and requi- 
red by lawful Authority, only becauſe ſome 
Men who are diſaffected to our Conſtitution, 
are pleaſed to give it a hard and odious Name. 
For not the Name, but the Nature of a thing 
muſt always be our Direction in the Accep- ſig 
tance or Refufal of it. | | 

And here if we impartially, and without 


Wd 8 tie 
Prejudice, do but conſider the true Nature of an 
thoſe Conſtitutions of our Church that are ,- 


ſo much cry'd out againſt (which muſt chief- of 
ly be gathered from the De/ign and Intention C 
of the Church it ſelf in appointing them) it 
may well raiſe our Wonder how it is poſſible 
for Men of Candour and Ingenuity to frame pl 
any Objection againſt the Lawfulneſs of them. 
In all publick Tranſactions, whether Sacred or | 
Civil, it has ever been found, if not abſolute- 

ly neceſſary, yet highly expedient to fix and Þ| (/ 
en ſome certain outward Rites and 


Obſervances; ſometimes for the Diſtinction f 
of Perſons one from another, ſometimes for re 
the Preſervation of Order and Regularity, and { 
ſometimes as Signs and Tokens, or Memori- t! 
als of what is or ought to be the Deſign of ft 
the Perſon or Perſons that perform or are en- f 
gaged in ſuch a Tranſaction. And where God p 
himſelf has not fix'd anddetermin'd theſe out- 


ward Things (as in moſt Caſes he did in the EE 


Jewiſh 


im- 
uſing 
>qui- 
(ome 
tion, 
ame. 
hing 
;CEP= 


hout 
re of 
t are 
hief- 
tion 
1) it 
ſſible 
rame 
hem. 


edor | 


lute- 
and 

and 
t10n 
s for 
,and 
nori- 
zn of 
e en- 
God 
out- 
1 the 


ewiſh 


[mn] 


| Jewiſh Church) either Cuſtom, or poſitive hu. 


mane Authority has always been found more 
or leſs to have done it. Of this, in Civil Mat- 
ters, the Inſtances are notorious, as the Diffe- 
rence of Garments and Robes for the Diſtin- 
tion of Sexes, Qualities and Stations; the 
Formalities obſerved in paſſing of Laws, and 
electing and inaugurating of Magiſtrates ; 
ſigning, ſealing and delivering of Writings in 
token of the Reality of Intention in the Par- 
ties who thereby bind and oblige themſelves ; 
and (to omit other Inftances ) the giving of 
a Twig and a Sod in token of Livery of Seiſin 
of Land. Then, as for things Sacred, what 
Chriſtian Church is there upon Earth that has 
not ſome Rites or Ceremonies, or qutward 
Obſervances, either by Law or Cuſtom eſta- 
bliſhed among them for the Ends above men- 
tion'd ? Read but the firſt Section of Mr. Du- 
res Book, Entituled, A View of the Government 
and publick Worſhip of GOD in the reformed 
Churches beyond the Seas; and it will give 
you abundant Satisfaction in this Point. And 
even our own Diſſenters, who endeavour to 
repreſent our Rites and Ceremonies with 
ſuch a formidable Aſpect, have not with all 
their Care been able to keep themſelves free 
from ſome Things of the like Nature. Thus 
for Example, their Directory for publick MWorſhip 
plainly ſuppoſes an Appointment of Time and 
Place for ſuch Worſhip, and expreſly ſettles 
the Method in which it is to be performed: — 
the 
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ſcribes the Poſture of ſitting, and in Matri- 


corporeal Preſence of the natural Fleſh and Blood of 


[12] 


the Celebration of the Lord's Supper it pre- 


mony the Ceremony of joyning of Hands ; 
their ſolemn League and Covenant (to which 
they ore) was ordered to be taken with 
Hands lifted up: And tho' all Diſſenters that 
own the Lawfulneſs of taking an Oath, do 
allow it to be an Act of religious Worſhip (that 
is to ſay, whereby we expreſs the Honour 
and Reverence we have for God) yet I ne- 
ver could hear of any of them who made the 
leaſt Scruple of the Ceremony of laying the 
Hand upon the Holy Bible and kiſſing it, as I 
a Sign or Token of the ſolemn calling of God me 
to witneſs. And now, after all this, how bec 
ſtrange is it that ſuch great Fault ſhould be % 
found with our Church, and even a Sepa- 
ration made from it, on account of ſuch ve- BR) 
ry Things as theſe; no way unlawful in them- In 
ſelves, and appointed only and altogether 4 
for the decent and laudable Ends above men- * 
tion'd ! For it is notorious, that we place no th 
intrinſick Holineſs in a Linnen-Garment; on- Rl ” 
ly the Church appoints a Surplice to be worn 1 
by the Miniſter that officiates, as a decent C 
Diſtinction between him and the People: f. 
Our Rubrick expreſly declares, that by kneel- ſ 
ing at the Holy Communion 20 Adoration s | 
intended either to the Bread and Wine, or to any 


Chriſt, But that ths Order u meant for a Sig- 
nification of our bumble and grateful Acknowledge- 
g 5 | ment 
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ment of the Benefits of Chriſt, &c. nor is the 
roſs after * appointed for any o- 


her Purpoſe but expreſly as a Token, or 


Memorial to all Perſons baptized, that they 


be not aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt cru- 
cifed, &c. It is not my Deſign here to de- 
ſcend to the Particulars of this Controverſie: 


But our Church, in the ſhort Diſcourſe of 


Ceremonies before the Book of Common-Prayer, 
having expreſly own'd that her Ceremonies 
have been deviſed by Men, and therefore are 
not obtruded upon the People as of Di- 
vine Inſtitution ; that they are retained a- 
mongſt us for a decent Order in the Church, and 
becauſe they pertain to Edification and to ſtir 
up the dull Mind of Man to the Remembrance of 
his Duty to God; and therefore are not by a- 
ny to be looked upon as new Sacraments or 
Inſtruments of conveying God's Grace to us; 
and that thc keeping or omitting of a Ceremony 


in it ſelf conſidered, is but a ſmall Thing; but 


the wilful and Contemptuous Tranſgreſſion, and 
breaking of a common Order and Diſcipline, is 
in this Caſe, the Offence before God. Our 
Church, I ſay, having made this clear and 
full Declaration of her Meaning : He that 
ſhall yet Condemn any of her Rites or Ce- 


7 remonies as unlawful, muſt at the ſame time 
alſo condemn Kneeling, lifring up the Hands 


or Eyes in Prayer, joining of Hands in Mar- 
riage, kiſſing of the Book in taking of an 
Oath, and whatever elſe cither Law or 2 

om 
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[ 24 ] 
ſtom has eſtabliſh'd either here or any where 
elſe in religious Performances for the ſame 
Ends that our Church has propoſed in the 
appointing or retaining of all or any of ſuch 
her Conſtitutions. But to return from this 
Digreſſion. 

Thirdly, It & in like manner, the ſettled 
Judgment of our Church-man, that whereve 
a Church by lawful Authority eſtabliſhed, neithe 
wants any thing that 1 neceſſary to Salvation, 
nor requires any thing that is a Hindrance of it; 
with ſuch a Church it 1 lawful fer any Chrifti- 
an to join in Communion. And conlequent- 
ly, that the Communion of our - Church 
neither is, nor can be look'd upon as unlaw- 
ful; except a Man ſhould be ſo abſurd as to 
ſay, that it may be unlawful todo a Thing, 
tho' no Law-of God or Man has any way 


(whether expreſly' or by conſequence) fot- 


bidden it. 
Fourthly and Laftly, And ſince it is, beyond 
diſpute, the Duty of every Chriſtian to do 
whatſoever lawfuly he may for the main- 
taining the Peace and Unity both of the 
Church univerſal, and alſo of each and eve- 
ry part of it. I & alſo the Opinion and- Judg- 
ment of our Church-man, that wherever the 
Communion of an eſtabliſb'd Church à lawful and 
ſufficient to Salvation; there of neceſſity it muſt 
be unlawful to ſet up any ſeparate Church or Con- 
| ye in Oppoſition to her, For if once it 
allow'd, as lawful, thus to divide 2 
| uch 
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ſuch a Church, it will, he thinks, be Impoſ-. 
ſible to find out any Rule or Principle upon 
which to put a ſtop to perpetual Diviſions 
after Diviſions, as Mens Fances may incline 
them farther and farther to depart from each 
other, until every ſingle Man comes to ftand 
ſeparate by himſelf, and ao ſuch thing as a 


Chriſtian Society or Congregations remains up- 


on the Earth ; and yet no Man to be blamed 
for this Separation ; Which how it can con- 
fiſt with the Notion of a Chuncy or Congrega+ 
tion a, Or the Illuſtrations of that No- | 
tion, which we meet with in Holy $cripture, 
from a Body and its Members ; a Kingdom, 
a City, a Family, and the — that com- | 
poſe it, a Sheep-fold, with divers others, | 
which all do denote that Unity and Society 
which all Chriſtians are obliged to maintain 
and keep up one with another, he leaves to che 


| ſerious Conſiderations of thoſe Men, whoſe 


Practices cannot be juſtified but upon ſuch. 
dividing Principles: And therefore it is with 
him an undoubted Concluſion, That 0 divide 
from the eſtabliſhed Church of England, as it 
now ſtands, or to ſet up any other Church or Con- 
gregation in Oppoſition to her, within thoſe Precinihs 
here ſhe c ſo eſtabliſhed, # altogether ſinful and 


unlawful. And thus much for the Second 


Part of a true Church-man's Character, which || 
is, That he truly embraces the Communion of the \| 
eſtabliſhed Church, Give me leave from what | 
has been ſaid, to draw the Three following | 
Corollaries Firſt, | 


—— 
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Firſt, Whereas, in ſome Things that are 


1 


confeſſedly not neceſſary to Salvation, many 


learned Men of ſeveral Churches have car- 
ried their Opinions farther than what their 
Church has ever, by any publick Act, decreed 


or determined. If we ſuppoſe the Caſe to 


be the ſame amongſt our ſelves, as parhaps 
it may; yet a Man that receives and embraces 
whatever our Church has by any Authentick Adt or 
Decree, eſtabliſhed or determined, may be, and « a 
true Church-man (that is to ſay, a true Chri- 
ſtian, and one who truly embraces the Com- 
munion of the eſtabliſhed Church ( altho* in 


ſuch other Things, as Thave but now mentioned, 


be ſhould happen to be of a different Judgment from 
the private Opinion of never ſo many of our greateſt 
Divines. | | hg 
Secondly, Whereas it is allowed, on all ſides, 
that our Rites and Ceremonies, and ſome o- 
ther Things by our Eccleſiaſtical Laws enact- 
ed, are in their own Nature indifferent, and 
but of humane Inſtitution, ordained ind ap- 
pointed for the fake of Decency and Order, 
and the avoiding of Confuſion and Irregula- 
rity. Hethat Conſcientiouſly conforms to whatever 


of that Nature is eſtabliſped among ſt us (as be- 


ing lawful in it ſelf, and appointed by law- 


ful Authority) is yet a true Church-man, al- 
tho he may be of Opinion that ſeveral of theſe 
ſame | indifferent ] Things may be altered for 
the better ; and accordingly endeavours, in a 
peaceable, modeſt and chriſtian Way, to get 
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them fo altered by the. ſame Authority that at firſt 
eſtabliſb d them. And tho” in this his Opinion 
ſhould be miſtaken; yet is he nevertheleſs 
a true Church-maen : It being no part of the 
Character of ſuch a Man to be free from all 
manner of Errour. But except it appears ve- 
ry clearly to him that the Thing is really ſo 
indifferent, he will neither attempt, nor ſo || 

much as. give his Conſent that any Alterati- 
on ſhould be made in it. For tho' his Cha- 
rity is ſuch, that he will not condemn any 
Church or tingle Perſon, but where he has 
clearly aud plainly the Law of God, of his ſide, 
et where he finds any thing to be /etled; and 
t even probable Arguments to induce him 
to think that it may be of Divine or Apoſto- 
lick Inftitution ; he is ſure it is the ſafeſt way 
to let it ſtand as it is: And whatever Altera- 
tions he endeavours or confents to, it is al- 
ways with a Deſign to promote Piety, Peace 
and Unity. among Chriſtians, and neither to 
raiſe any unneceſſary Controverſie in the 
Church, nor ſo much as ſeemingly to en- 
croach upon the Authority of Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles. And farther, before he will con- 
lent to any Alteration even in ſuch Things as 
are undoubtedly indifferent, he carefully 
weighs the probable Conſequences of ſuch an 
Attempt, and conſiders, Firſt, That if we have 
not before-hand a reaſonable Aſſurance of 
lome Good that will follow from it, it ought to 
be let alone; becauſe poſſibly it may Org 
ome 
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ſome Evil, tho' every Man cannot eaſily fore- 
| ſee it. Secondly, That the Good which is aim- 
cd at by promoting ſuch an Alteration in our 
Church (chat is to ſay, an Union with the Diſ- 
ſenters) can with no Aſtfurance be expected 
from it, except ſome reaſohable Number of 
' | thoſe who diſſent from us, do before-handſl 
poſitively and particularly declare, that they 
will be ſatisfied, and join in Communion with 
us upon the making of it: And Thirdly, that as 
well-meaning Diſſenters, through Miſtake 
or Weakneſs, dotake Offence at our innocent 
and decent Ceremonies ; ſo on the other ſide 
ö there may, poſſibly, amongſt our ſelves be ma- 
ny of the like Complexion, who would be e- 
i qually offended at the Alteration of ſome of 
them: And to run the Hazard of a Diſturbance 
within our ſelves; and, it may be, the Loſs of 
[| many of our own Members, while we are not 
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ſure of gaining as many others over to us as 
may counterbalance this Danger, is what a 
true Church-man will by no means conſent to. 
iff And therefore, upon the whole he concludes, | 
That all manner of Alterations in the Church, as] 
l | well as in the State, ought to be cautiouſly and 
|! throughly conſidered, both in themſelves and their 
Conſequences, before they are made or attempted. 
1 Thirdly, A Aan may be a true Church-man 
(.caccording to the Definition laid down) al- 
4 though he conſents and deſires that a Tolcration ma) 
it be granted to thoſe that are of a different Perſuaſicn 
| from him in Matters of Religion, For altho* be, N 
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for his part, is abundantly convinced that he 
cannot be in a ſurer and ſafer way to eternal 
Salvation, than in the Communion of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church; yet to compel others (who 
are not under the like Conviction) by any Pe- 


nalties to be inflicted either on their Bodies or 


lemnly declare to be againſt their Conſcience, 
he judges to be neither Reaſonable nor A- 
greeable to the Rules of the Goſpel. But then, 
as he is a faithſul Subject to the Civil State, as 
well as a ſincere Member of the eſtabliſbed 
Church, he never can willingly yield to ſuch a 
Toleration as may endanger the Ruin or 
Downfal of the one or other: And therefore, 


altho' no Man can be hindred from thinking 


whatever he pleaſes ; nor ought any one to 
be compelled to profeſs a Religion, orto wor- 
ſhip God any way that he is perſuaded is un- 
lawful ; yet our Church-man does not think it 
reaſonable that all Men that pleaſe ſhould be 


| Goods, to. Profeſs or Practiſe what they ſo- |. 


ent to. allowed to gather Congregations, and there 
ncludes,Þ to teach and preach whatever Doctrine they 
urch, as ſhall think fit. For this would be not only a 
ouſly and Toleration „but even an Invitation and Encou- 
and their ragement to every Man that were ingenious, 
mpted. and not ſufficiently awed by Conſcience, if 
rch- man he could not be imployed or preferred to his 
wn) al- Mind in the Church, to ſet up for himſelf; | 
ation ma) and not only to endeavour to gain ſuch a | 
Perſuaſion Number of Diſciples as may ſupport and main, | 
Icho' he, ain him, but alfo to ſtrengthen himſelf and 
io B 2 his 
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his Party, by ſowing Diviſion and Diſtracti- 


on among thoſe from Whom he has divided: 
Which however, at firſt, it may ſeem only to 
threaten the Chureh, yet will foon be found 
(as dear-boughtExperience affures us) to have 
a very evil Influence upon the State alſo. Nei- 
ther does he judge it Ke that any Toleration 


ſhould willingly be granted, and much leſs En- 


couragement given to thoſe whoſe Principles 


or Practices do ſhew that they would not to- 


lerate the eſtabliſh'd Church, if * Power 
were in their Hands; except they firſt do re- 
nounce and difown ſuch Principles and Pra- 
ctices. For if it be in my Power to keep a Man's 
Hands tied and his Tongue quiet; I ought 
not, in common Prudence, to let looſe the 


one or the other, until I am ſufficiently af- | 


fured that he will not make uſe of them, up- 
on the firſt Opportunity, to my Ruin and De. 
ftruction. And therefore much lefs will a true 
Church-man give his Conſent that any part of 
the civil or military Power ſhould be put in- 
to the Hands of ſuch Men, whoſe Interſt, In- 
clination or Conſcience can hardly be fup- 
poſed to allow them to be impartial to the 
eftabliſh'd Church in the Adminiſtration of it. 
For(whatever Neceflity may ſometimes com- 
pel them to) he believes there never was any 
Kingdom or Commonwealth (who were true 
to their Profeſſion) that at any time have 
made it their Choice to put into Places of conſi- 
gerable Truſt or Power, any ſuch Porfons as 
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kave profeſſed to beliete the eftabliſh'd Re- 


liglon or Worſhip to be unlawful, and con- 


ſequently muſt think themſelves in Conſci- 


ence obliged to endea our What they can the 
Alteration of it. fy 
But there are two Thi 


5 ye 
fired particularly 
to know the naked and undiſguiſed 12777 of a 
e Revoluti- 
on, with the Conſequences thereof, namely 
King William's Acct Hon to the Throne, and 
Het A5 Majefty's to the Crown of theſe 
Her Kigdotis. But becauſe a few Men, who 


once were Memibets of the eſtabliſh'd Church | 


but now have ſeparated themſelves from her, 


to diſapprove of the late Revolution, and refuſe 


to ſwear Allegiatice to the preſent Govern- 
mefit ; thetefote to fulpe& even thoſe who 
have been coniftant and firm to the Intereſt 
both of King Villiam and her preſent Majeſty, 
always prayed for them, as their Sovereigns in 
theif publick Wotthip, and have ſworn Alle- 
glance ahd Fidelity 10 them, in Oppoſition to 
all Competitours or Pretenders whatſoever : 
To ſuſpect, I fay, ſuch Perſons as theſe, as if 
they, wete not well affe&ed to the Queen or 
her Title; if ſome very good Ground be not 
produced for ſuch a Suſpicion, I think is very 
highly uncharitable. It is poſſible that Men 
who are vety different in their Hypotheſes con: 
cerning the Ground and Original of civil 
Power, may yet, in their Practice, agtee in be- 
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ing very Faithful and Loyal to that particular 


Government under which they at one time 
live: Aypd therefore as long as you cannot 
tax a Man with any thing that is Di/loyal, ei- 


ther in his Words or Actions, you ought not, 
by any Means, to endeavour to bring him un- 


der ſuch a Suſpicion; becauſe in point of Spe- 
culation, he perhaps proceeds upon a different 
Scheme of Principles from that which you 
have laid down to your ſelf. However, to give 
you all the Satisfaction I can in this Matter, 
I here preſent you with the naked and undiſ- 
guiſed Thoughts both of my ſelf and other true 
Church-men, as far as I am acquainted with 


them, touching this whole Matter, which are 


as follows. 


Firſt, That the late King James, by refuſing 
to govern his Subjects according to the Fun- 
damental Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Realm (to which legal Government only his 
People were obliged to ſubmit) and by aſſum- 
ing to himſelf an illegal and Arbitrary Power 
(which was in effect the ſetting up of a new 
Kingdom and Government, to which his Sub- 
jets were no way bound to yield or give O- 


bedience.) And laſtly, By withdrawing him- 


ſelf from the Kingdom, rather than yield that 


thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions which he had 
Infringed, ſhould again be reſtored to their 
due Force; did really, and in the ſtricteſt pro- 
priety of Senſe abdicate the Government (that is 


ro ſay, that Government with which alone 
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he was legally inveſted) and, conſequently, 
did leave the Throne vacant; as Was voted by the 
Commons, and agreed to by the Lords in 
Convention aſſembled in January and Februa- 
55, 1688-9. OTIS TEEN FE 3; 7 
Secondlj, That by the Foundamental Law of 
Self- preſervation (which muſt always take 
Place in ſuch Caſes, where the Laws of the 
Land have not made ſufficient Proviſion for 
the publick Safety,) The People of England bad 
a right to fill the vacant Throne, and to put the ab- 
dicated Government into ſuch Hands as might be 


| moſt for the common Safety. For, for them to 


have remained in the ſame Condition that K. 
James left them in until he had return'd again 
to them at the head of an Army, had been e- 
vidently to give way to their own Ruin and 


| Deſtruction; which ſure they were not obli- 


850 to do: Nor was it poſſible for ſo great a 
ody of Men, even for a ſmall time, to ſub- 
ſiſt with any Security to themſelves, without 
ſome eſtabliſn'd Government, as well to rule 
them within themſelves, as to protect them 
from their Enemies abroad. | 
Thirdly, As it is morally impoſſible for ſo 
great a number of Men, as the People of Eng- } 
land then were to tranſact any Buſineſs jointly | 
in their own proper Perſons ; ſo, by the fun- 
damental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, the | 
Houſes of Lords and Commons when met to- | 
gether, were the only legal Repreſentatives 
of the whole Body of the Nation, in the Cir- 
| „ cumſtances 
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ing very Faithful and Loyal to that particular 
Government under which they at one time 
live: Ayd therefore as long as you cannot 
tax a Man with any thing that is Diſlojal, ei- 
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by any Means, to endeavour to bring him un- 
der ſuch a Suſpicion; becauſe in point of Spe- 
culation, he perhaps proceeds upon a different 
Scheme of Principles from that which you 
have laid down to your ſelf. However, to give 
pPou all the Satisfaction I can in this Matter, 
I here preſent you with the naked and undiſ- 
' | guiſed Thoughts both of my ſelf and other true 
Cburch-men, as far as I am acquainted with 
them, touching this whole Matter, which are 
as follows. | 
Firſt, That the late King James, by refuſing 
to govern his Subjects according to the Fun- 
damental Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Realm (to which legal Government only his 
People were obliged to ſubmit) and by aſſum- 
ing to himſelf an illegal and Arbitrary Power 
(which was in effect the ſetting up of a new 
Kingdom and Government, to which his Sub- 
lects were no way bound to yield or give O- 
bdedience.) And laſtly, By withdrawing him- 
| ſelffrom the Kingdom, rather than yield that 
thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions which he had 
WW  Infringed, ſhould again be reſtored to their 
due Force; did really, and in the ſtricteſt pro- 
priety of Senſe abdicate the Government (that is 
do ſay, that Government with which Noa 
1 | 2 
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he was legally inveſted) and, conſequently, 
did leave the Throne vacant; as was voted by the 
Commons, and agrecd to by the Lords in 
Convention aſſembled in January and Februa- 
9 1689-9: Ane R F502 3008 
' Secondly, That by the Foundamental Law of 
Self-preſervation (which muſt always take. 
Place in ſuch Caſes, where the Laws of the 
Land have not made ſufficient Proviſion for 
the publick Safety,) The People of England had 


| a right to fill the vacant Throne, and to put the ab- 


dicated Government into ſuch Hands as might be 
moſt for the common Safety. For, for them to 
have remained in the ſame Condition that K. | 
James left them in until he had return'd again 

to them at the head of an Army, had been e- 
vidently to give way to their own Ruin and 
Deſtruction ; which ſure they were not obli- | 


| ged to do: Nor was it poſſible for ſo great a 


ody of Men, even for a ſmall time, to ſub- 
ſiſt with any Security to themſelves, without 
ſome eſtabliſh'd Government, as well to rule 
them within themſelves, as to protect them 
from their Enemies abroad. | 
Thirdly, As it is morally impoſſible for ſo {if 
great a number of Men, as the People of Eng- 


land then were to tranſact any Buſineſs jointly 


in their own proper Perſons ; ſo, by the fun- 
damental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, the | 
Houſes of Lords and Commons when met to- | 
gether, were the only legal Repreſentatives | 
of the whole Body of the Nation, in the Cir- | 
| D 4 cumſtances 


[24] 
cumſtances they then were; the King having 
withdrawn himſelf, and refuſed to exert his 
legal Power amongſt them: And therefore 
whatſoever a majority bf both Houſes did a- 
gree to it was to be conſtrued and eſteemed as 
the Act of the whole People; efpecially, if 
afterwards it was acquieſced in, and there 
conſented to, by the generality of the Nation 
it ſelf. Since then the Lords and Commons ſo 
met, did upon King famess Abdication, place 
our late Sovereign King / illiam inthe Throne, 
and the generality of the People did acquieſe 
in his government; it follows that King Wil- 
liam thereby became our rightful and lauful King; 
and conſequently that our preſent gracions Sove- 
reign Queen Anne (who legally ſucceeds him) 
& ou rightful and lawful Queen. 3 

Fourthly and Laſtly, ſince the Supreme Legi- 
flative Power in every Kingdom and Com- 
I } monwealth, has no Authority over it, where” 
buy it may be controlled, but that of God and 
his Laws; and the particular Form of Govern- 
ment or Rule of Succeſſion, in any civil State, 
is not ſettled or determined by any Law of 
3} God's making; it undeniably follows, that in 
every Kingdom, the Supreme LegiflativePow- 
er may limit the Succeſſion to the Crown or 
# Sovereignty, within themſelves, according as 
ſhall be found moſt adviſable for the good of 
the Community. From whence the Conſe- 
* quence is, That in all Ages to come, 2whoſoever 15, 
| or ſhall be, King or Queen of theſe Realms, By Law, 
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And therefore, It #nſt nets be a grem 
Faticfaction to every truè Church-man that the 
Crown # non by Law ſo ſettled, as that none hut 
a Profeſſour of the eſftabliſi/d Religion tan, for the 
ume to rome, be capable of ſucceeding. to it: Except 
we could fttppoſe either that a Man may be 
4 true Member of a Church, and yet not un- 
feignedly defice its Safety and Profperiry, or 
elſe that a Church may be more Safe nd 
Proſperous under a Prince of à different than 
of its own Communion. If any Man there- 
fore, chat pretends to be 4 Church-man, fhall 
deſire or give his free Confent that this Law, 
which was made for, and tends ſo much to, 
the Churches ſafety and fecurity ffiould be re: 
pealed ; either he muſt ſhew that the Legifla- 
ture has not ufflcient Authority to fertlè and 
limit the Succeſſion to the Crown in ſuch 
manirter as L have but now Aﬀerted, (Which I 
am very ſure he nevet can) or elfe I fee not 
how 25 can be excuſed from the groffeſt Hy- 
pocrify. 

The other thing, concerning which youde- 
fired to know the naked and undiſguiſed 
Thoughts of a true Churcb-mun was the Neceff- 
ty of Epiſcopal Government in the Chriſtian 
Church ; together with the Conſequences of 
that Doctrine, as well with refpe to che Fo- 
reign Churches abroad, às to our Differiters at 
home; whoſe Eccleſtaſtical Polity is framed 


after 
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after a different Model: In anſwer whereun- 
to I here freely give you my Judgment, as far 
as is neceſſary for the preſent Purpoſe. 

Firſt, Then, it 4 I think allowed, by all 
who ſoberly profeſs Chriſtianity, to be of di- 
vine Appointment, that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould 
publickly be taught and preached (not as a Philoſo- 
phical Dodrine, which any Man of Learning 
may teach in a School ; but authoritatively 
propoſed to the Conſciences of the People, as 


a Law revealed and given by God) Baptiſm and 


the Lord's Supper be Adminiſtred, and Diſcipline 


(for the puniſhing of Offenders with Eccleſi-Þ 


aſtical Cenſures,and excluding ſuch as are ob- 
ſtinate from the Communion of the Faithful) 
duly exerciſed, [See the Poſtſcript and compare 
it with what follows. ] 

Seconaly, Where any Work is by divine Ap- 
point ment to be performed, the Perſons, who 
perform the Work, muſt, ordinarily and regular- 


H, derive their Power for ſo doing from God] 


himſelf. For, who but he that has Authority 
to appoint the Work to be done, can give a 


{ufficient Power to any one to take it in Hand? 


Ordinary and regularly 1 ay ; for, as for Caſes of 
extraordinary Neceflity ; how far, in them a 
Man may preſume upon God's Approbation of 


an Action, for the doing of which he has not, 


in a regular Way, received any Power, is a 
Point that does not come under our preſent 
Conſideration. In the ordinary and regular Me- 
thod therefore of Things, Whoſoever takes upon 


him 
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t, as far 


by all 
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lim to be a publicłk Teacher or Preacher of the Goſ 
el, to adminiſter Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper, or 
0 exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline in the Church of 
briſt, muſt originally derive his Power for ſo doing 
from none other but God himſelf. „ 
Thirdly, That the Power of performing all 
theſe Offices, was at the firſt Foundation of 
he Chriſtian Church, given by our bleſſed Sa- 
jour to the Twelve Apoſtles, by them to be 
ommunicated to other Proper Perſons, is what 

I am ſure you will not deny: From whence 
t will follow, That in whatſoever Frame or Me- 
thod the Apoſtles did ſettle the Polity of the Church, 
in order to the conſtant and continual Performance of 
all the ſaid Offices, the ſame ought to be preſerved 
intire (as far as poflible can be) in all ſycceeding 
Ages. Or, in other Terms; however lawful 
and neceſſary it may be to regulate the unde- 
termined Circumſtances even of a divine Inſtitu- 
tion, according to the Rules of Prudence, and 


ever it appears that any thing has been eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Apoſtles themſelves (who are 


allowed to have had their Miſſion and Com- 


miſſion immediately from Chriſt) no manner 


of Change; by any humane Authority, ought 


ever to be made in any ſubſtantial Part of ſuch 


an Eſtabliſhment: What, ever in Caſes of ex- 


traordinary Neceſſity (of which I am not now 
ſpeaking) may perhaps ſometimes innocent- 

ly be ſubmitted to or complied with. _ 
Fourthiy, (To ſpeak in the Words of the 
learned 
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learned Mr. Chiſlingꝛvortb ) If we ab ſtract from 
Epiſcopal Government all Accidentals, and con- 
fider only what ts Eſſential and Neceſſary to it; we 
(hall find in it no more but this: An Appointment of 
one Man of eminent Sunctity and Sufficient, to have 
the Came of all the Churches within a certain Precind 
or Dioreſs, und furniſping bim with Authority ( not 
Abſolute or Arbitraty, bat regulated and bounted by 
Laws ;and moderated by joining to him a convenient 

Nanberof Alffants to che intent that af theChurdber 
under him mu) be provided of good and able Phſfors : 
And that, both of Paſtors and Pebple; Conformity to 
Laws, and Performance of their Duties tay be requir. 
ed, under Penalties, not left to Diſcretion, but by Law 
appointed, Apoſt, Inſtit. of Epiſc. Demonſtr. 
Sect. 2. 

Fifthly; That this Government was received uni- 
verſally in the Church, either in the Apoſtles time, or 
preſently after, is ſo evident and unqueffionable, that 
the moſt learned Adwverfaries of this Government do 
themſelves confeſs it. bg may find by the 
Teſtimonies quoted, ibid. Sect. 3. 

From whence Sixthh, I cannot but conclude 
with the ſame iearhel Author, Se#. 6. That 
ſeeing Epiſcopal Government is confeſſedly ſo Antient 
and ſo Catholick, it cannot with Reaſon be denied to 
be Apoſtolick, No poſſible Account being to be 

wen how a Change from that Frame of 
Church-Polty, which the Apoſtles had laid, 
ſhoutd immediately after their Time (if not 
while ſome of them were alive) come to be 
unwverfally received throughout the 1 

| World: 


1 
= 
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World : And tbat not only without the leaſt 
Oppoſition, but even any manner of Notice 
taken, by any Writer, of that Time ar ſince 
that any ſuch Change there was. As he m 
convincingly Argues in the remaining part of 
that ſhort Diſcourſe, which I earneſtly recom- 
mend to your reading. ' | 
The deſigned Brevity of this Letter will 
not permit me more largely to inſiſt on this 
point: Only this I will add, that if we allow 
the univerſal Practice of the Primative Church 
to be a good Comment upon thoſe Paſlages 
of holy Scripture that relate to this Matter; 
no impartial Man, I think, can deny that E * 
copal Government (as I have but now ſtated it 
in the Words of Mr. Chillingworth) « of Apo 
folick Inſtitution : Which if once we grant, it 
will follow, 44h, from the Third Propoſition 
that I have lai down, That it ought. to be Prev 
ſerved intirg in the Church in all the Ages of it. 
And thus I have rei given you my 
Thoughts (and I believe they are much the 
fame in every true Chureb- man) touching the 
Neceſſity of Epiſcopal Government in the Church, 
I come now to the Conſequences ofthis Doct- 
rine of which you deſire to be informed. And, 
in my Opinion, a true Church-man, from 
what has been ſaid concerning the Neceſſity 
of Epiſcopacy, in conjunction with his other 
Principles, will draw theſe following Infer- 
FIICES. 
Firſt, That wherever Epiſcopal e 5 ; 
eile 
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ſetled and eſtabliſbed, it . by no meant to be abo. 
liſhed, If any Biſhop do aſſume more Power 
to himſelf than what juſtly belongs to him, he 
may and ought to bereſtrained by proper Au- 
thority : But wholly to aboliſh an Order or 
Office ſo early ſettled and univerſally recei- 
ved throughout the Chriſtian Church, a true 
Church-man cannot but look upon as a dange- 
rous Encroachment upon the Authority of the 
Apoſtles, or rather of Chriſt himſelf, from 
whom they received their Commiſſion. 
Secondly, Where Epiſcopacy, as above ſtated, 
s the Government of an eſtabliſhed Church, againſt 
whoſe Communion no juſt or ſufficient Objection can 
be made. All Chriſtians ought to own the Commu- 
nion of that Church as lawful ; and they who live 
it hin the Precincts, where ſhe zs ſo eſtabliſhed, are 
bound in Conſcience to join in Communion with her: 
And that notwithſtanding that in their Opi- 
nion ſhe may labour under ſome Defeats. For 
where a Church is eſtabliſhed in which we 
may fully enjoy all the Ordinances of God 
that are neceſlary to Salvation, and are com- 
pelled to do nothing that is contrary to the 
Law of God ; no ſuppoſed Defect can juſtific 
a Separation from ſuch a Church. 
Thirdly, If two Societies of Chriſtians, in 
,any Place or Country, do enjoy the Freedom 
of their Religion: both in all other Reſpeds 
equally Orthodox; but the Government of 
the one being Epiſcopal, and the other not ſo: 
A true Church-man will think himſelf obliged: to 
hold, 


0 
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bold, Communion with ſuch an Epiſcopal Church 
wherever he finds it , rather than with thoſe who 
have rejected that Apoſtolick Form of Go- 
vernment. Nor is it to him material, in this 
Caſe, to lay that the Non-Epiſcopal Church is 
eſtabliſhed by Law, and the Epiſcopal only to- 
lerated or connived at. For wherever he has 
the Opportunity of enjoying any Ordinance 
of God, he thinks that no humane Law ought 
to debar him from it : And whatever he finds 
or judges to have been appointed by the A- 
poſtles throughout the univerſal Church; and 
that in purſuance of that very Command and 
Commiſſion which they had received for the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and the Performance 
of thoſe other Things which confeſſedly are 
of Fine Inſtitution, and Ty neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation (which he takes to be plainly 
the Caſe of Epiſcopacy) he looks upon as the 
Ordinance of God himſelf. But if this ſame 
Epiſcopal Church ſhall, wilfully neglect to 
pray for that civil Government, which by 
the Providence of God, and the Laws of the 
Place, is juſtly ſet over them: He will openly 
proteſt againſt this Defe& in their Worſhip ; 


it being beyond all Diſpute, an Apoſtolick ' | 


Conſtitution, that Supplications, Prayers, Inter- 
ceſſons and giving of Thanks ſhould be made For 
Kings and for all that are in Authority, 1Tim-.2.1,2. 

Fourthly, Wherever Epiſcopacy has been 
aboliſhed or laid aſide; A true Church-man 


thinks it the Duty of every Man who profeſſes Chri- 


ſanity 
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Fiauity to do hat, in his Station, he fairly can for 
the Re-eſtabliſhment of it : And that becauſe he 
takes it to be 2 divine, Ordinance, But how 
far the Neceſſities, orinvincible Prejudices of 
any of the foreign reformed Churches, will 
excuſe them before God, either for the 50s 
aſide or not reſtoring of the Epiſcopal Office, 
he will not take upon him to judge; although, 
in ſuch Caſes as theſe, his Charity will al- 
ways incline him to the moſt favourable O- 


pinion. 

But Ffiby, If, by the Providence of God, 
a true Church man ſhould be under a Neceſſity 
of living in a Place where he cannot haye the 
Benefit of communicating with an Epiſcopal 
Church; There « no Principle, that I bave here 
aſcribed to him, that will lay, him under à nage//ity 
of olſolareh refujing the Communian of a Church 
that wants nothing lugs Epiſcrpacy to render it truly 
agreeable ta the Apoſtolick Aladel. Wherever he 
+ defect in a Church, he thinks it his Du- 
ty to endeavour, what in his Station he can, 
the ſupplying of it: But it is not every real 
ect in a Church that can lay a private Chri- 
ſtian under an Obligation of renouncing, or 
abſolutely refuſing her Communion. Every 
Man is certainly bound to ſerve God, both 
privately and publickly, as near as he can ac- 
cording to what God himſelf has preſcribed : 
But if Things (where I am) arg not ordered, 
in all Reſpects, exactly according to this 
Rule; and it be no way in my Power to re 
medy 


9 
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2 10 medy it; 1 think 1 Ou ht to ſer Ve God as well 


s he . * 
as I can, if I cannot do it as well as I would. 
how What God has forbid I muſt not do ; bur if i 
Jl be not in my Power to do every Thing ac- 
u cording as he has commanded; I doubt not but 


INS be will accept me if I do the beſt that in my 


h | | 
— Circumftances I can. | 
9 
1 al- 5 | 
e O- 2 Jam, 
Ofob. 20, 110 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Bari (upon a careful Recolle&ion of 
e 


4 
4 
| 


our late Diſcourſe) I cannot but remem- 
r, that you droped ſome Expreffions that 
ſeemed to have a Tincture not only of Anti- 
epiſcopal but even Antiminiſterial Principles; 
although I have already exceeded the Bounds 
of a Letter; yet I ſhall beg the Favour of 
ou a little, with me, to review what I have 
Hurt juſt now ſaid touching the Neceſſity of E- 
| Piſcopacy. | 
\ And when you look back upon the three 
firſt Propoſitions which I have there laid 
down, I pray conſult the New Teſtament and 
conſider thoſe Places, where not only a Com- 
mand is given for the Performance of the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Miniſterial Function: But 
alſo certain Perſons appointed for the Diſcharge 
of that Office ; and that either with plain Di- 
rection, or a very ſufficient intimation that 
they ſhould take care to appoint others who 
ſhould go on with the ſame Work, when they 


themſelves ſhould be gone off the Stage off 


this World : For Example. 
Matth. 28. 19, 20. It was to the Eleven Diſ- 
| ciples, 
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Which plainly implies a Power of ſending o- 


{| Diſpute about the NAME of Biſhop and Preſ- 
Her; or by, what other Title they were or 
might be diſtinguiſhed. But that the Office, | 


C35 1 
cipler, ver. 16. That our Saviour ſaid, Go teach 
all Nations. Bapt ix iug them-——— And lo I am with 
you alway (that is with you and your Succeſ- 
ſours in this Office) eu to the and of the World. 
Fobn 20. 2r. To che ſame Perfons (only 
Thomas being abſent, ver. 24.) it Was that he 
ſaid, As my. Pather bath ſent me, ſo ſend Iyou, 8c. | 


thers where they could not go themſelves, or 
when they ſhould be about to leave the World. 
And that the Apoſtles underſtood this 
Power to be thus given them in order to be 
continued to ſucceeding Generations, is ſo 
plain from their Practice that nothing can be 
more. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete (ſays 
St. Paul to Titus, Chap. x. ver. 5.) that thow 
ſbouldeſt ſet in order the Things that are wantifis ; | 
and ordain Elders in every City. Again, 2 Tim. 
2. 2. The Things that thou jap heard of me 
the ſame commit thou to faithful Men who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo, And if any Man's bare 
perſonal Qualifications, without any other 
Miſſion, were a ſufficient Warrant for him to 
take upon himſelf the Office of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel ; what could St. Paul mean when 
he put the Queſtion, as of a thing beyond all 
manner of doubt, Rom. x0. 15. How ſhall they 
preach except they be ſent ? 


As to the Fourth Propoſition, I wave all 


2 there 
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here deſcribed by Mr. Cbillingworth was not 
only exerciſed. by the Apoffles themſelves 
(hich I think no Man denys) but alſo by o- 
ther Perſons particularly appointed by them 
for that Purpoſe is beyond Contradiction e- 
vident from the Inſtances of Timothy and Titus, 
ad the Epiſtles to them written: Nor is it by 
any. Means a ſufficient Reply, to ſay, that T7. 
motby and Titus were, in an extraordinary Man- 
ner, appointed by St. Paul to finiſh that Work 
of ſetling and eſtabliſning the Churches of 
Epbeſus and Crete, which he, being called a- 
Way to other Places, could not ſtay to make 
an end of; and were not in that Capacity, 
ordinary Officers to be always continued in the 
Chriſtian - Church : For, beſides that this is 
ſpoken without any manner of Proof, and is 
| contrary to the unqueſtioned Opinion of the 
| Chriſtian Church for above Fifteen Hundred ü 

.Years after Chriſt, * I deſire you to tell me: 

Did all thoſe Perſons, who in the ſeveral C 
Parts of the Church, had upon the like Oc- S 
caſions received the ſame Power, from ſome p 
of the Apoſtles, as Timothy and Titus had done t 
| from St. Paul : Did they, I ſay, all loſe this 
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* Timothy is called the Firſt Biſhop of Epheſus, and Titus of 
Crete, in thoſe Inſcriptions which are placed it the End of the E- 
piſiles, written by St. Paul to them: Which Inſcriptions, though 
nor of Canonical Authority, I take to be of Credit ſufficient to ſhew 
the Notion that the Antient Church had of their 7 in thofe 
Places. Nor ig it denied that Euſebius ſtiles them Bijhops of thoſe 


at. OT a. 


| Places in the ſame Senſe that we now underſtand the Word Biſhop. 
| Hiſt. Ecch 1 Js Co As : | ü 
| Power 
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Power as ſoon as the Apoſtles that employed 
them were dead; as the Death of any Prince 
or Potentate makes void the Commiſſion of 


his Subſtitute or Embaſſadour? If they did; 
then it will follow, that when the Churches 
diſperſed throughout the World had moſt oc- 
caſion for the Exerciſe of this Power (vi. 
when, by the Death of the Apoſtles, they 


were deprived of their perſonal Care and In- 


ſpection) they could not have the Benefit of 
it; which ſeems abſurd to imagine. But if 


the Power of Timothy and Titus (as it is deſcrib- 


ed in the Epiſtles to them) did remain the 
ſame in them, and others ſuch as they were, 
after that the Apoſtles were departed out of 
this World; then the Office of a Biſnop, as a- 
bove deſcribed, was of Apoſtolick Inſtituti- 
on : Nor do Ithink it of any Moment to con- 
tend about the Name or Title given to them. 


As to the Fifth Propoſition 


: If we duly | 
conſider that the Office of ſuperintending and 
governing the Churches, every were at firſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


planted, was chiefly exerciſed by the Apoſtles | 


themſelves who planted them ; as appears 
from the Example of St. Paul ; who had the 


care of all the Churches (that is all of his plan- | 


ting) upon him, 2 Cor. 11. 28. wiſited every 


| 


ö 


City where he had preached the Word of the Lord | 


Acts 15. 36. And though abſent, yet could 
and did give Judgment in Caſes that required 
the Diſcipline of the Church, x Cor. 5. 3. If 
this, I ſay, be duly conſidered ; and alſo that 
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the Holy Scripture is ſilent as to what was 
done by almoſt all the reſt of the Apoſtles, be- 
yond Jeruſalem and Judea, iti the Propagation 
of the Goſpel; It is not to be wondred that 
we meet with ſo little in the New Teſtament 
touching any others who acted in the Capa- 
City of Biſhop (as we now underſtand that Word) 
as long as the Apoſtles remained alive. But 
as the Inftances of Timothy and Tirus do ſuffi- 
ciently prove that ſome ſuch Biſhops, as we 
contend for, were appointed, as occaſton 


required, even in the Days of the Apoſtles 
| themſclves; ſo is it freely owned by the great- 
| eſt Champions for Presbytery that immediately 
N After their Time, this Form of Government 
univerſally obtained throughout the Whole 
Chriſtian Church. And that you may not 


think your ſelf impoſed upon by this Aſſerti- 
on, J ſhall hear tranſcribe the Quotations that 
Mr. Cbilling worth has ſet down, and add a few 
others for your farther Satisfaction: 

Petrus Molinens in his Book De munere Paſto- 
rali, purpoſely written in Defence of the 
overnment ; acknowledgeth, 


| That preſently after the Apoſtles Times; or even in 


; 


: 
\ 


their Time (as Eccleſiaſtial Story witneſſeth ) it was 
ordained, that, in every City one of the Presbytery 


| ſhould be called a Biſhop ; who ſhould have Pre-emi- 
nence over his Colleagues; to avoid” Confuſion, 
| 2vhich oft-times ariſeth out of Equality: And truly 


| this Form of Government all Churches every where 
| received, | | | 
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Theodorus Beza, in his Tract, De triplici Epi- 
ſcopatus genere, confeſſeth in effect the ſame 
Thing. For, having diſtinguiſhed-Epiſcopa- 
cy into three Kinds, Divine, Humane, and $4- 
tanicul; and attributing to the Second (which 
he calls Humane, but we maintain and conceive 
to be Apoſtolical) not only a Priority of Or- 
der, but a Superiority of Power and Authori- 
to over other Presbyters, bounded yet by Laws 
and Canons provided <p Tyranny ; he 
clearly profeſſeth that of this kind of Epiſco- | 
pacy, is to be underſtood whatſoever we read 
concerning the Authority of Biſhops (or Pre- 
ſidents as Juſtin Martyr call them) in Ignatius 
and other more antient Writers. | 
Thus far out of Mr. Chillingwerth, whoſe 
Quotations indeed, having not the Books at | 
hand, I have not examined, but yet have no 


doubt of the Exactneſs of them; not only on | 
the Score of his great Ability and Sincerity ; | 
but alſo becauſe I never could find that he has | 
herein in the leaſt been contradicted. 

In the Margin of the ſame Diſcourſe I find | 
quoted Dan Chamier Panſtrat. Tom. 2. Lib. 
10. Cap. 6, Sect. 24. His Words are In2qua- | 
litatem (Sc. inter Epiſcopos & Presbyteros) eſſe we- 
tuſtiſſimam, ac vicinam Apoſtolorum temporibus: 
uod nos ultro fatemur, He calls this Ine quali- 
ty there indeed an Imovation : But yet owns 
that in Alexandria, which was the /a/# Church 
wherein it took place, it was introduced aut 
nendum elapſo, aut vix elapſo primo ſeculo. 
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I find there alſo quoted Nic. Vedelius, Exero, 
3. in Epiſt. Tgnat. ad Philadelph. cap. 14. & Exerc, 
8. in Epiſt. ad Mariam. cap. 3. but have not the 
Book by me. But the former of theſe Quo- 
tations I find in Yedelizs's Words ſet down by 
| Forbeſius Irenic. lib. 2. cap. 11. Jam, inquit, tem- 
| pore Ignatii erat diſerimen illud Presbyterorum & 
Epiſcopi. | 120 33 
Hieronymas Zanchins (quoted alſo by Forbeſi- 
ut) ſaith thus, Non it a multo poſt Apoſtolos, obti- 
nuit conſuetudo, ut ex multis paſtoribus, ſeu Presby- 
teris & Epiſcopis, unuspreficeretur reliquis omnibus, 
non tanquam dominus, ſed ut rector reliquis Senate 
ribus; cui imprims commendata eſſet cura totius 
alicujus Eccleſiæ; reliqui illius eſſent coadjurores & 
collegæ —— Ac proinde huic etiam primatui ua} 
Tito nomen Epiſcopi & Paſtors attribuebutur : 
Reliqui collegæ Presbyterorum tantum nomine con- 
tenti fuerunt, Ita factum fuit ut quæque civitas 
unum haberct Epiſcopum & multos Presbyteros, &c. 
In Quart. Præcept. Pag. (Forbeſio) 732. 733. 
(Alibi) 666. 667. e 
Asguſtinis Marloratus, by the Angels of the Se- 
ven Churches, Rev. 1. 20. underſtands with 
the generality of Interpretęrs, the Biſhops or 
Paſtors of thoſe Churches. Aud that you may 
[| clearly ſee what Notion he had of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops which were appointed in that early Age 
of the Church, take his own Words Expeſit. 


* 
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greditur fed clerum; nec quemlibet de clero nomina- 
eim compellat, ſed Principem cleri, utique Epijcopum. 


This 


> 


* 
IN 
| | 


» 
Wes 


eero, 
Xerc, 
the 
o- 
1 by 


[ 41 ] 


This he ſpeaks without any Doubt or Heſita- 
tion; and his Teſtimony is ſo much the more 
to be regarded, becauſe he was well acquain- 
ted with, and a diligent Collector of the 
Opinions of the learned Divines of thoſe fo- 
reign reformed Churches where the Presby- 
terian Government was eftabliſ'd. 
Monſieur Bochart is indeed of Opinion, that 
the Government of the Church at firſt, was 
according to the Presbyterian Model : Into 
which Miſtake it is probable he was led by 
finding Presbyters ſetled in ſeveral Churches 
before there was any fixed or reſident Biſhop 
amongſt them : The Office of ſuperintending 
and governing the Churches every where 
being, as I have already ſaid, for ſome time 
exerciſed by the ſeverai Apoſtles that plan- 
ted them. But yet obſerve the free Acknow- 
ledgement of this learned Man in his own 
Words; Cependant je demeure d'accord que Pordre 
Epiſcopal eſt de grande Amiquits, & qu'il a eſtè re- 
en avec beaucoup de fruit par toute Vegliſe, bien 
teſt apres les Apoſtres, Lettre a Monſieur Mor- 
ley, p. 4. : 3 
Were it neceſſary in ſo plain a Caſe, I 
could add many more Quotations to the ſame 
urpoſe. But I conclude this Point with 
one out of David Blonde!, who was the great- 
ft Champion that ever yet appeared againſt 
Epiſcopacy. He then (Pref. ad Apol. Pro Sen- 
ent, Hieron.) deſcribes the Place and Office of 
he Senior Presbyter in every Church to 


1 
- 


have 


— —ä——— —ä— 


5; T1 
0 

have been much the ſame as I have ſaid Mr. A. 
billing worth aſcribesto a Biſhop ; calling them 
Presbyterorum prepoſitos tegyss, Cleri totius capita 
teens, who had the firſt, or chief, care of wh 
each Church by the Conſent of their Fellow Presbyters 


and telling us, that the well or ill doing of the ** 
Flock committed to them, might juſtly be charged 5 
pots them. As he ſays it appears by the Meſ- ry 6 
ſages fent to the Angels of the Aſiatick Churches, I; 

Rev. 2. 3. And having in theſe and other af: 
Words deſcribed them as Perſons of a remark- h g 


able Eminence above the reſt of the Presby- 
ters; he tells us (on what ſolid Ground I can- 1 
not find) that this Office of courſe belonged 
to the eldeſt Presbyter in every Church,upon 
| whoſe Death he ſays it was, by Succeſſion, 
derived to the next in Seniority, and ſo con- 
tinued until the Year of our Lord, 108. (for 
the Caſe of Timothy and Titus he looks upon 
to be extraordinary) after which he has theſe 
remarkable Words: Sed paulo poſt — ad Suffræ- 
gia ubique (wvelut conſpiratione facta)itum, ut deincen 
fratrum caput & Tegs5 os efſet non (pro veteri more) 
g MνεL un dels, ſed (ex recenti inſtituto) inter col- 
legas det ibis ad communem ædificationem potior, &c. 
Pag. 6. 7, 8. So that Blendel himſelf, a profeſt 
Adverſary, grants the Office of a Biſhop to have 
been from the very firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
Churches ; but only alledges (how truly I do 
not now enquire) that this Office at firſt went 
by Succeflion; and that ſoon after the Yeat 
108. It came every where to be * 
n 
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And to make this Scheme of his our, he is for- 
ced to have recourſe to a very extravagant 
Suppoſition ; namly that the Churches every 
where, on a ſudden, as if they hal conſpired to- 
get her, made a Change in the Manner of ap- 

ointing their Biſhops or Preſidents, and 
brought it from Succeſſion to Election: Al- 
tho' it is very evident that ſo material erg 
in a thing of that Conſequence could not be 
introduced without great Oppoſition, which 
therefore muſt have made it a Buſineſs of lon- 
ger time than he ſuppoſes. , 

The ſixth and laſt Propoſition which Thave 
laid down, touching the Neceſſity of Epiſcopacy, 
is ſo plain an Inference from what went be- 
fore, that I think it cannot be gain-ſaid. For 
that the Form of Church-Polity, ſetled by 
the Apoſtles, ſhould, — after their 
deceaſe, be univerſally charged, and that 
without any Oppoſition given, or ſo much 
as notice taken by any Writer of that Age, or 
near it, that ſuch a Change there was, is a 
Suppoſition that ſure no Man that conſiders 
throughly will ever admit. of ws 

From the Confeſſion therefore of the moſt 
learned Adverſaries of — our Church- 
man gathers enough to conclude, with the 
eſtabliſhed Church, that Biſhops, as well as 
Prieſts, or Presbyters, and Deacons have been 
even from the Apoſt;'s Time, Pref, to the Form 
of Ordinat, 
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I pray obſerve, that St. obs lived to the 
Year of Chriſt, 99. or, as ſome ſay, two or 
three Years longer. Now if the Church, du- 
Ting his Life, had innovated in;the Matter of 
Epiſcopacy ; he certainly would have given 
publick Oppoſition to it: and how ſo-great a 
Change as is pretended could univerſally, and 
without Oppoſition, be introduced within eleven 
or twelve Years after his Death is,. to me, a 
Riddle not to be accounted for. 
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0 ECT. I. If we abſtract from Epiſcopal 


I EJAn appointment of one Man of eminent ſan- 


to the 
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n 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution 
„ 7 
Epiſcopacy 
DEMONSTRATED. 


By Mr. Chillingworth, Maſter of Arts of the 
Univerſity of Oxford. 


Government all Accidentals, and conſi- 
der only what is eſſential and neceſſa- 
y to it; we ſhall find in it no more but this: 


tity and ſufficiency to have the Care of all 
the Churches, within a certain Precinct or 
Dioceſs; and furniſhing him with Authority 
(not Abſolute or Arbitrary, but regulated and 
bounded by Laws, and moderated by joining 
to him a convenient number of Aſſiſtants,) 
to the Intent that all the Churches under him 
may be provided of good and able Palos 


and that both of Paſtors and People, confor 
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mity to Laws,and performance of their Dutie 
may be required, under Penalties, not left to 
diſcretion, but by Law appointed. 


Sect. IT. To this kind of Government, II mal 


am not by any particular Intereſt ſo devoted 


as to think it ought to be maintained, eithe 
in oppoſition to Apoſtolick Inſtitution: or tc 
the much defired reformation of Mens Lives 
and reſtauration of Primitive Diſcipline ; 0 
to any Law or Precept of our Lord and Savif Ap 
our Jeſus Chriſt, for that were to maintain 
means contrary to the end; for Obedience 
to our Saviour is the end for which Church 
Covernment is appointed. But if it may be 4 
monſtrated (or made much more probable tha 
the contrary) as I verily think it may : 1 
That it is not repugnant to the Covernment 
ſetled in and for the Church by the Apoſtles 
II. That it is as compliable with the Refor 
mation of any Evil which we defire tojreformff 
either in Church or State, or the Introducti 
on of any Good which we deſire to introduce 
as any other kind of Covernment: And, IIII etl 
That there is no Law, 0 Record of our Savif] ve 
our againſt it: Then, I hope, it will not bj it 
thought an unreaſonable Motion, if we hum %. 
bly defire thoſe that are in Authority eſpeciF pre 
ally the High Court of Parliament, That i 2 
may not be ſacrificed to Clamour, or over th: 
born by Violence, and though (which a rec 
forbi 


. 
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confor ] forbid) the greater part of the Multitude 
rDutied] ſhould ory, Crucifie, Cruciſie; yet our Govern- 


t left ta ours would be ſo full of Juſtice and Courage, 
as not to give it up, until they perfectly un- 
derſtand concerning Epiſcopacy it ſelf, Qud 

nent, I mal: fecit? | 

evoted 

, Citherſj Sect. III. I ſhall ſpeak at this time onl 

1: or ta of the firſt of theſe three Points: That Epil. 

s Lives copacy is not repugnant to the Government 

ine; off ſetled in the Church for perpetuity by the. 

id Savi ] Apoſtles. Whereof I conceive this which 

intain aff follows is as clear a Demonſtration, as any 

edienceſ thing of this nature is capable of. 


Church | 

y be 4 That thu Government was receiv'd univerſally | 
ble tha in the Church, either in the Apoſtles time, or 

ay : preſently after, is ſo evident and unqueſtion- 
>rnment able, that the moſt learned Adverſaries of this 
\poſtles Government do themſelves confeſs it. 

> Refor 


Yreformfj Sect. IV. Petrus Moline in his Book, De 
roducti ] munere paſtorali, purpoſely written in defence 
troducq of the Presbyterial Government, acknowledg- 
nd, IIII ech: That preſently after the Apoſtles times, e e- 
ur Savi] ven in their time (as Eccleſiaſtical Story witneſſeth ) 
| not be it as ordain'd, That in every City one of the Pres- 
ve hum 6jtery ſhould be called a Biſhop, who ſhould have 
eſpeciſ pre-eminence over bis Colleagues ; te avoid . 
That ii which oft-times ariſeth out of equality. And truly 
or over} this form of Government all Churches every where 
ich God received, 
forbid Sea. V. 


. 
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ect. V. Theoderus Bexa in his Tract, De triplici I uf 
Epiſcopatus genere, confeſſeth in effect the ſame o 
thing. For, having diſtinguiſhed Epiſcopa- and 
cy into three kinds, Divine, Humane, Satani- wit 
cal; and attributing to the ſecond (which he / 
calls Humane, but we maintain and conceive 
to be Apoſtolical) not only a Priority of Or- 
der, but a ſuperiority of Power and Authori- 
ty over other Presbyters, bounded yet by 
Laws and Canons provided againſt Tyranny: 
He clearly profeſſeth that of this kind of E- 
piſcopacy, is to be underſtood whatſoever 
we read concerning the Authority of Bi- 
ſhops (or Preſidents, as Juſtin Martyr calls | 
them) in Ignatius, and other more antient I « 
Writers. | 


1 Sea. VI. Certainly, from theſe * two IU, 
il great Defenders of the Presbytery, we | 6, 
1 ould never have had this free Acknow- 
| ledgment, (ſo prejudicial to their own pre- ICh 
tence, and ſo advantageous to their Adver- I fre 
= faries purpoſe) had not the evidence of clear 
and undeniable Truth enforced them to it. It hs 
| — | 
1 To whom two others alſo from Geneva may be added: Da- apu 
niel Chamierus ( in Paniſtratia, tom. 2. lib. 10. cap. 6. Sect. 24.) 
and Nicol. Vedelius (Exercitat. 3. in Epiſt. Ignatij ad Philadelph, Ha 
: 2 24. & Exercit. 8. in Epiſt. ad Mariam, cap. 3.) which is 1 Vj, 
fully demonſtrated in Dr. Hammond's Diſſertations againſt Bla- 
a4 (which never were anſwered, and never wil) by the Teſti: uot 


W' tnonies of thofe who wrote in the very next Age after the Apo- 
| 8. * G ; 
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will not therefore be neceſſary, to ſpend any 
time in confuting that uningenious Aſſertion 
of the anonymous Author of the Catalogue 
of Teſtimonies, for the equality of Brſhops 
and Presbyters, who affirms, That their diſpa- 
rity began long after the Apoſtles times: But we 
may fafely take for granted that which theſe 
two learned Adverſaries haye confeſſed; and 
ſee, whether upon this foundation laid by 
them, we may not by unanſwerable Reaſon 
raiſe this Superſtructure ; 


That ſeeing Epiſcopal Government ts confeſſedly ſo 
Aut ient and ſo Catholick, it cannot with rea- 
ſons be denied to be Apoſtolick. 


Sect. VII. For ſo great a change, as be- 
tween Presbyterial Government and Epiſco- 
pal, could not poflibly have prevailed all the 
World over in a little time. Had Epiſcopal 
Government been an aberration from (or a 
corruption of) the Government left in the 
Churches by the Apoſtles, it had been very 
ſtrange, that it ſhould have been received in 
any one Church ſo ſuddenly, or thar it ſhould 
have prevailed in all for many Ages after. 
Variaſſe debuerat error Eccleſiarum : quod autem 
apud onmes unum eſt; non eſt erratum, ſed traditum. 
Had the Churches erred, they would have waried : 
What therefore in one and the ſame among ſt all came 
not ſure by Error, but Tradition, Thus Tertullian 
ö D argues 
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argues very probably, from the conſent o 

the Churches of his time, not long after tha hoſ 
Apoſtles, and that in matter of opinion muelſcom 
more ſubject to unobſerved alteration. Buſ o f 
that in the frame and ſubſtance of the necelJ,, 
ſary Government of the Church) a thing all he 
ways in uſe and practice) there ſhould be fg ear. 
ſudden a change, as preſently after the Apoſwas 
{tles times: and ſo univerſal, as to be received cha 
in all Churches; this is clearly impoſſible. beer 


Set. VIII. For, What univerſal cauſ} 8. 
can be aſſigned or feigned of this univerſalſa,q 
Apoſtaſie? You will not imagine that thd;hic" 
Apoſtles, all or any of them, made any Defence 
cree for this Change when they were livingWpres 
or left order for it in any will or Teſtament;om 
when they were dying. This were to granfſſeen; 

the Queſtion ; to wit, That the Apoſtles, beſtouc 
ing to leave the Government of the ChurcheſGoy 
themſelves, and either ſeeing by Experienceſſhin 
or foreſeeing by the Spirit of God, the dil or 
ſtraction and diſorders, which would arilcon! 
from a multitude of equals, ſubſtituted Epi gine 
copal Government inſtead of their own gefſto { 
neral Councils to make a Law for a genera ters. 
Change, for many Ages there was noneſous 
There was no Chriſtian Emperor, no coerſit x 


cive Power over the Church to enforce itſ chie 

Or, if there had been any, we know no forcFcon; 

was equal to thg courage of the nn tagi 
ET | tho 


ſent od 511 


ter thdmoſe times. Their lives were then at 
n muci command (for they had not then learnt 
1. Buf o fight for Chriſt) but their obedience 
- NECEH:o any thing ægainſt his Law was not to 
ung alf be commanded (for they had perfectly 
Id be {learnt to die for him.) Therefore there 
1 Apo was no Power then to command this 
ecemgChange; or if their had been any, it had 
ble. Ideen in vain. 


Set. IX. What Device then ſhall we 


1 cauſ 


univerſa ſtudy, or to what Fountain ſhall we reduce 


hat th this ſtrange pretended Alteration ? Can it 


any Deflenter into our Hearts to think that all the 


living Presbyters and other Chriſtians then, be- 
ſtamenſcome the Apoſtles Schollars, could be 


to gratficenerally ignorant of the Will of Chriſt, 
tles, be 


-hurche 


eriencthink them ſo ſtrangely wicked all the 
the di World over, as againſt knowledge and 
uld arlconſcience to conſpire againſt it? Ima- 
ed Epi gine the ſpirit of Diotrephes had entred in- 
own gffto ſome, or a great many of the Presby- 
 generifiters, and poſſeſſed them with an ambiri- 
as noneſous deſire of a forbidden ſuperiority, was 
no coerſit poſſible they ſhould attempt and at- 
force ii chieve it at once without any oppoſition or 
no fore contradiction? And beſides, that the con- 
mages” tagion of this ambition, ſhould ſpread it, 


thold D 2 {elf 


touching the neceſſity of a Presbyterial , 
Government? Or, dare we adventure to 
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ſelf, and prevail without ſtop or controul; 
nay, without any noiſe or notice taken of 
it, throngh all the Churches in all the 
World; all the watchmen in the mean 
time being ſo faſt aſleep, and all the 
dogs ſo dumb, that not ſo much as one 
ſhould: open his mouth againſt it? 


Sect. X. But let us ſuppoſe (though it be a 
horrible untruth) that the Presbyters and Peo- 
le then, were not ſo good Chriſtians asthe Pres- 
yterians are mow that they were general- 
ly ſo negligent to retain the Government 
of Chriſt's Church commanded by Chriſt, 
Which we are now ſo zealous to reſtore: 
yet certainly we muft not forget nor deny, 
that they were Men as we are. And if we 
look upon them as meer natural Men ; yet, 
knowing by experience, how hard a thing it 
is, even for Policy armed with Power by ma- 
ny attempts and contrivances, and in 4 long 
time, to gain upon the Liberty of any one 
People; l we ſhall never en- 
tertain ſo wild an Imagination, as that, a- 
mong all the Chriſtian Presbyteries in the 
World, neithe Jconicience of Duty, nor 
love of Liberty, nor averſneſs from Pride 
and Uſurpation of others over them, ſhould 
Ywevail fo much with any one, as to op- 
poſe this pretended univerſal Invation 0 
„ | the 
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the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the li- 


berty of Chriſtians. . 


Set. XI. When 1 ſhall ſee therefore all 
the Fables in the Metamorphoſis, ated and 
prove Stories; when I ſhall ſee all the De- 
mocracies and Ariſtocracies in the World 
lie down and fleep, and awake into Mo- 
narchies ; then will I begin to believe that 
Presbyterial Government, having continu- 
ed in the Church during the Apoſtles times, 
fhould preſently after (againſt the Apo- 
ſtles Doctrine and the Will of Chriſt) be 
whirl'd about like a Scene in a Maſque, 
and transformed into Epiſcopacy. In the 


mean time, while theſe things remain thus 


incredible, and, in humane Reaſon, impoſſi- 


. I hope I ſhall have leave to conlude 
thus: 


Epiſcopal Government is acknowledged 
to have been univerſally received in 
the Church, preſently after the Apo- 
ſtles times. | he 


Between the Apoſtles times and this 
preſently after, there was not time 
enough for, nor poſſibility of, ſo great 
an Alceration. L | 
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And therefore there was no ſuch Alte 
ration as is pretended. And therefore 
Epiſcopacy being confeſſed to be ſo 
Antient and Catholick, muſt be gran- 
ted alſo to be Apoſtolick Quod erat de- 


monſtrandum. 


Alte- 
'efore 


be ſo 


gran- 
rat de — 


